
 
 

 

 

p 
Crashing Kitten 

(Weak, dull, cold, seizing) 

Initial Assessment 

History, weight, temperature 

 

Kitten Temperatures 
If  > 4 weeks – 99.5-102.5F 

If 2-3 weeks – 98-99F  
If < 1 week – 95-98 F 

Treatment Candidates 

Basic Resuscitation 
 

1. Heat (heating disk or pad, warm water in glove, 
blankets) 
 
2. Increase blood sugar – place karo syrup or nutrical 
on gums; do not feed a full meal until temp is normal 
 
3. Rehydrate – SQ Fluids – 10-15ml/lb; can warm 
syringe with hot water (like a baby bottle), do not 
microwave 
 
4. Offer bottle/syringe feed: see feeding chart if temp 
is normal 
 

Advanced Care  
(if staff time/experience allows) 

 
5. If BG low (glucometer): give IV or IO fluids with 
dextrose:  

• Initial bolus: 0.5ml per lb of 50% dextrose 
diluted with same volume LRS/saline over 5 
min 

• CRI: LRS with 5% dextrose @3ml/lb/hr  
 
6. Tube feed if not eating from bottle/nursing 

 

Not a Candidate for Treatment 

These cats are not eligible for treatment 
 

1. Respiratory distress (breathing 
very quickly or very labored), 
making large amounts of noise 
when they breathe 
 

2. Moderate to severe panleukopenia 
or panleukopenia not responding 
to treatment 

 
 
 

Response by EOD: 
Monitor for recurrence 

Plea for experienced foster 
 
 

Euthanasia 

No Response 

Relapse / Fades Again 

Fading Kitten Algorithm 


